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Response to the Draft Greater Adelaide Regional Plan 

Response prepared by the President of the South Australian State Branch, AITPM 

 

About AITPM 

AITPM (the Australian Institute of Traffic Planning & Management) is the leading national membership 

body representing all Australian Transport Community professionals and practitioners. AITPM 

members and stakeholders work in fields including transport planning, transport and traffic 

engineering, transport modelling, active travel, travel demand management and travel behaviour 

change. 

AITPM members and stakeholders work together to ensure multimodal transport systems are 

designed, built and operated in ways that support healthy people, communities and economies in all 

parts of Australia. To set a strong foundation for this mission, AITPM has adopted a Policy and 

Principles Platform that addresses how AITPM will advocate on behalf of the broader Transport 

Community for the creation of successful transport systems. The AITPM Policy and Principles 

Platform is provided as Attachment 1 to this submission. See www.aitpm.com.au/policy/policy-

platform for further information. 

 

Introduction  

The Draft Greater Adelaide Regional Plan (GARP) lays a strong foundation for the region’s 

sustainable growth, with a vision closely aligned to AITPM’s policy priorities in transport and land use 

planning. The draft plan considers integrated transport and land use, climate resilience, and 

sustainable development, using a data-driven, digital approach that enhances transparency and 

public engagement. 

The plan promotes transit-focused developments around selected train stations to encourage public 

transport usage. This aligns with AITPM’s goals of promoting passenger transport and active travel, 

which are supported by strategies within the plan to prioritise sustainable mobility and infrastructure 

resilience. Additionally, the plan’s approach to employment land to encourage employment centres 

near bus and train interchanges shows a commitment to balanced, economically resilient urban 

development. 

While the plan is well-aligned with AITPM’s objectives, further specificity in areas like goals for 

reduced car dependency, active transport benchmarks, and climate resilience targets, would 

strengthen its support for sustainable transport outcomes. 

http://www.aitpm.com.au/policy/policy-platform
http://www.aitpm.com.au/policy/policy-platform
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Feedback on the Draft Greater Adelaide Regional Plan 

AITPM advocates for a regional planning framework that drives economic, social, and environmental 

sustainability, particularly when integrating transport into housing and development targets. We 

understand that the State’s Transport Strategy is currently in development and would foresee 

significant integration between this Strategy and the GARP.  

Based on our representation, we commend the GARP's foundations and encourage it to also align 

with AITPM’s purpose and principles. AITPM's recently developed a policy and principles platform to 

provide a collective voice of the Transport Community and what represents a successful transport 

system.   

We encourage the GARP to support this platform through the consideration of the following: 

 

Vision for Integrated Transport and Land Use Planning 

AITPM supports a balanced approach that integrates land use with safe and efficient transport 

systems. For the GARP, this means fostering interconnected urban spaces where people can 

access employment, education, and essential services without relying on private vehicles. We 

encourage GARP to strengthen this vision by reinforcing actions and policies that prioritise transit 

focused communities. 

 

Sustainable Mobility and Reduced Car Dependency 

AITPM advocates for a focus on sustainable mobility and the potential impacts of infill development 

in the inner urban suburbs. These inner suburbs are impacted by more on-street parking on local 

streets and inadequate local footpaths and cycling network infrastructure. GARP could further aspire 

to reduce car dependency by making mode shift to public transport, cycling, and pedestrian 

infrastructure integral to its growth strategy. Establishing measurable targets to increase the share 

of active and public transport would be a powerful way to emphasise this commitment. 

 

Housing Accessibility and Transit Focused Development 

With exception to Bowden and St Clair stations on the Outer Harbor rail line, Adelaide does 

currently not have any transit focused locations where residential development is built around and 

over the stations on the train or O-Bahn bus network.  

AITPM encourages development that links housing affordability with transport access, ensuring that 

all communities benefit from connected infrastructure. GARP has the potential to lead in this regard 

by setting a clear vision for transit focused development and housing that offers affordable, diverse, 

and accessible options near major public transport routes. 
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Targets and Performance Metrics 

The draft plan has measurable targets for land supply, housing, employment, and tree canopy 

coverage.  Inclusion of explicit targets for increasing active travel and public transport mode shares 

would be advantageous to support greater of integrated land use and transport planning. This could 

involve setting concrete ridership goals or establishing benchmarks for network expansion. AITPM 

understands that targets could be considered in the State-wide Transport Strategy that is under 

development. 

With the plan’s commitment to climate resilience, it could incorporate carbon and other emissions 

targets or benchmarks for reduced private vehicle dependency, aligned with AITPM’s sustainability 

objectives. 

 

 

 

President of the South Australian Branch, Australian Institute of Traffic Planning & 

Management (AITPM) 
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